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“The Trans-Mississippi Exposition Historical Association shall strive to educate its members and the public about the people and events surrounding the time of the exposition as well as the exposition itself.


“It will provide for public relations to keep the memory of the Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition and Indian Congress alive so that future generations will remember this historic event and will encourage its preservation.


“It will maintain contact with similar associations and will encourage publication of pertinent historical literature.  It will support construction of a permanent museum or building to house the artifacts from the 1898-1899 expositions near the original site.”


For further information on the Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition and Indian Congress, please visit the following web sites:



http://members.aol.com/expo1898/transmis.htm


www.boondocksnet.com/expos/transmississippi.html


www.omaha.lib.ne.us/transmiss
THIS MONTH’S GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING WILL BE:


Monday, January 15, 2007, 7:00 p.m. 


Pacific Hills Lutheran Church

90th and Pacific Street

Omaha, Nebraska

THE PROGRAM WILL BE:

JEWS, LIBRARIES AND LAW SCHOOL IN OMAHA, 1890 – 1910
We are very please this evening to welcome Omaha attorney Oliver B. Pollak, an extremely well-known author, educator and lecturer.  

Located on the Great Plains in the American heartland, Omaha has been a home to a Jewish community since the mid-nineteenth century, when Nebraska was organized as a territory.  Settled originally by a steady trickle of Jews migrating from cities on the Eastern Seaboard, the Homestead Act and railroad construction crews drew pioneers westward, particularly following the Civil War.

The oldest law school in Omaha is that of the Creighton University Law School.  In 1903, Creighton’s president, Rev. Michael Dowling, S. J., began formulating plans for a Department of Law.  He sought advice from the local Bar and the University’s major benefactor and namesake, Count John Creighton.  The Count is reported to have said:  “Why should I lend my support to such a project when it is common knowledge that all lawyers are scoundrels?”  Father Dowling responded “that is one of the best reasons why Creighton University should undertake the education of your men for the legal profession.”  The support was forthcoming and on October 3, 1904, twenty-three law students were welcomed as the first class.
It was not until 1871 that there was any movement to establish a circulating library in Omaha.  In the latter part of that year, as a result of the efforts of John T. Edgar, Nathan Shelton, and A. M. Henry, articles of incorporation of the Omaha Library Association were adopted and signed.  

At the meeting of stockholders on December 30, 1871, steps were taken toward the collection of books.  The donation by John T. Edgar of one thousand volumes and the purchase of eight hundred volumes from O. E. Crosby of Fremont formed the nucleus of the library.  Of the Carnegie libraries, Nebraska received $720,000 for sixty=nine libraries built between 1901-1922.  Fifty-eight are still standing, of which twenty-six are still libraries.  Omaha had a Carnegie Branch library build in South Omaha, but it was torn down in 1953.  In its stead, bookmobile services were offered.  
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Oliver B. Pollak was born in England to Ruth and William Pollak during World War II.  His parents were refugees from Germany and Austria.  The family emigrated to America in 1952.  After living for a while in Ohio, they settled in Los Angeles.

Oliver earned his doctorate in history at UCLA and his law degree at Creighton University.  He has taught history at the University of Nebraska at Omaha since 1974.

He has written ten books and over 100 scholarly articles and writes columns for several publications, including the Omaha Jewish Press and the Nebraska Center for the Book.  
His most recent book is A State of Readers:  The Carnegie Libraries of Nebraska.  His forthcoming books are To Educate and Serve:  A Centennial History of Creighton University Law School, 1904-2004, and The University of Nebraska at Omaha.

He is cofounder of the Nebraska Jewish Historical Society and has served on the boards of the Nebraska Humanities Council and the Nebraska Center for the Book.

His spouse of 40 years is Karen Pollak.  They have two sons, Noah and Aaron, who live in Berkeley and San Francisco.
PRESIDENT’S CORNER

The program this evening is going to be of tremendous interest for all of us interested in the history of Omaha.  Oliver B. Pollak is going to talk about Jews, libraries and law schools in Omaha between 1890-1910.  He holds the PhD from UCLA and the JD from Creighton University.  His academic specialties include Britain and the Commonwealth, Comparative Imperialism, Jewish History and Legal History.

Articles he has written include “A Survivor’s Story,” Creighton University Magazine, Winter 2001 and “Wright Morris and Chautauqua,” Plains Song Review, Vol.1, 1999.  Awards include Cover Design/Illustration Book Arts Production Honor Book, Nebraska Book Awards, 2003 for A Year at the Sorbonne  A Proustian Life.  Mr. Pollak’s books include B’nai Brith in Omaha:  1884-1989 by Omaha: Nebraska Jewish Historical Society, 1989, 49p.; Edwin Lord Weeks:  an American Artist-Writer and Indian Art/ Part of Charisma and Commitment in South Asian History.  New Delphi; Orient Longman, 2004, pgs 207-230; Jewish Life in Omaha and Lincoln: a Photographic History/ Chicago, Ill.; Arcadia, c2001, 128 p.  OPL Carr#: 978, 2 Pollak; The Jewish Peddlers of Omaha/ Lincoln, NE:  Nebraska State Historical Society, 1982, 28p.; Memories of the Jewish Midwest Omaha, NE:  Nebraska Jewish Historical Society, Ralston Library Call #s:  Ne 978.2P76?; 
Nebraska Courthouses:  Contention, Compromise & Community/ Chicago, Ill.: Arcadia c 2002, 128 p.  OPL Call #725.15 Pollak; Nebraska Jewish Charitable Cookbooks, 1901-2002, Part of Food and Judaism/ by Leonard Greenspoon; Ronald Simkins; Gerald Shapiro.  Omaha, NE; Creighton University Press; Lincoln, NE; Distributed by the University of Nebraska Press, 2005; A State of Readers:  Nebraska’s Carnegie Libraries, [Lincoln, Neb.]:  J&L Le Co., c2005, 186 p.  OPL Call#027-4782 Pollak; and A Year at the Sorbonne:  A Proustian Life.  Yellow Barn Press.
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JEWS, LIBRARIES AND LAW SCHOOL IN OMAHA, 1890 – 1910
Early Jewish settlers in Omaha, predominantly from Central Europe, were mainly merchants who established clothing businesses to supply pioneers striking out on the Oregon Trail.

After 1881, large numbers of Eastern European Jewish immigrants began to arrive, many of whom were sent out west by the Industrial Removal Aid Society in New York.  Although there was a short-lived experiment to settle Jews on the land, most Jews settled in Omaha and Lincoln, with a small number scattered in smaller Nebraska towns.  Establishing themselves largely in the retail industry, the Omaha Jewish community prospered and set up a well-developed infrastructure of synagogues, charitable associations, and other communal institutions, including a number of Jewish women’s organizations.  Our Story, Recollections of Omaha’s Early Jewish Community, 1885-1925, published by the Omaha Section of the National Council of Jewish Women in 1981, mentions local chapters of Hadassah, the Young Women’s Hebrew Association, the Friendly Circle, the Ladies Relief Society, as well as a number of informal, local clubs and associations for women and young girls, all of which flourished in the early decades of the twentieth century.

With regard to the Creighton Law School; much has changed in the past century, yet much had remained the same.  Coursework for first-year law students at Creighton in 1904 included constitutional law, torts, property, contracts, criminal law, and moot court.  That same curriculum is reflected in law schools across the country today, except instead of criminal law, students take civil procedure, and moot court is part of the legal writing class.  But the school’s structure was very different.  Back then, the faculty consisted of a dean, associate dean and 31 practicing attorneys who donated their time to teach, tuition was $45, and there was no electricity.

Today, Dean Patrick Borchers leads a faculty of 25 full-time professors who are experts and published authors in their fields and who are dedicated to training Creighton’s future attorneys.  And the electricity at Creighton is definitely on; physically manifested in updated fiberoptic dataports throughout classrooms, conference rooms, and every chair in the Law Library, and emotionally manifested in the excitement at Creighton—which is truly reflective of a school on the move.

One piece of history that continues to live at Creighton University School of Law is Nebraska’s old Territorial Bench.  Acquired by the Law School in 1913 from the Douglas County courthouse, the beautiful cherry wood judicial bench was used by scores of judges and practioners to hear thousands of cases and witnesses through the centuries.  One can still see the circular marks on its top surface where gas lights were installed for the judge in the 1880’s.  Today, it is used to train law students in the art of trial and appellate advocacy and witness examination.  The Territorial Bench is a reminder to students of those who have come before, and remains a unique link to Nebraska’s rich legal heritage.

With regard to the Omaha Public Library, the city opened its first library on May 1, 1872 on the second story of the Simpson Block, on Fourteenth Street between Douglas and Dodge Streets.  In 1874, the library moved to the second story of the Marshall Building, on the north side of Dodge between Fourteenth and Fifteenth Streets.
Over the years, the Omaha Public Library would move several more times, part of the reason being that it continued to accumulate books and there was a great deal of interest on the part of the public in wanting to read books which the library had.  

In 1891, Thomas Rogers Kimball formed an architectural firm with MIT instructor C. Howard Walker and architect Herbert Best.  Best soon retired.  Walker remained in Boston to run the office there, whereas Kimball moved back to Omaha and opened an office.  Both operated under the name Walker and Kimball.  In 1892, Kimball was commissioned to design a public library building in Omaha (which still stands on the southeast corner of 19th and Harney Streets).  Kimball had been able to get the job through connections established by his father, railroad executive Thomas Lord Kimball.  However, the younger Kimball was well-qualified for the work.  He was also something of a curiosity in 1890’s Omaha, since he had been educated in the East and had studied architecture both in the United States and in France.

