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“The Trans-Mississippi Exposition Historical Association shall strive to educate its members and the public about the people and events surrounding the time of the exposition as well as the exposition itself.


“It will provide for public relations to keep the memory of the Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition and Indian Congress alive so that future generations will remember this historic event and will encourage its preservation.


“It will maintain contact with similar associations and will encourage publication of pertinent historical literature.  It will support construction of a permanent museum or building to house the artifacts from the 1898-1899 expositions near the original site.”


For further information on the Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition and Indian Congress, please visit the following web sites:



http://members.aol.com/expo1898/transmis.htm


www.boondocksnet.com/expos/transmississippi.html


www.omaha.lib.ne.us/transmiss
THIS MONTH’S GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING WILL BE:


Monday, September 17, 2007, 7:00 p.m. 


Cathedral Cultural Center, 701 North 40th Street behind St. Cecelia’s Cathedral with access


on Webster Street


90th and Pacific Street

Omaha, Nebraska

THE PROGRAM WILL BE:

A TOUR OF THE SUNDERLAND GALLERY AT THE CATHEDRAL CULTURAL CENTER AND THE ARCHITECTURAL WORKS OF JOHN AND ALAN McDONALD
            McDonald: A Scottish Imprint will open at the Cathedral Cultural Arts Museum Tuesday, September 11, 2007.   The show is moving to Omaha after having been exhibited by the Nebraska State Historical Society in Lincoln, NE. from June through August of this year.


The show is a study of the careers of noted early Omaha architects, John and Alan McDonald.  John McDonald established an architecture practice in Omaha in 1885 during a decade of tremendous growth for Omaha.  One of his earliest buildings was in the Trans-Mississippi Exposition, the Nebraska Building which he designed in conjunction with Lincoln, NE. architect, J.H. Craddock. He went on to develop significant structures in the downtown as well as private commissions in early near downtown neighborhoods such as Park Avenue and Field Club.  Because of his close friendship with George Joslyn, McDonald was commissioned to design and develop the five-acre estate of George and Sarah Joslyn.  From there he went on to design a significant number of prestigious private residences in the area around the Joslyn estate, now commonly referred to as the Gold Coast Historic District. 


McDonald was joined in practice by son, Alan McDonald, in 1916.  Alan assumed the leadership in the design of the Joslyn Memorial, now known as the Joslyn Art Museum, one of Nebraska’s most significant buildings. 


The show exhibits over one hundred photos and documents concerning their work. It will run from September 11 through November 10, at the Cathedral Cultural Center, 39th and Webster Streets. (east of St. Cecilia Cathedral)  Hours: Tuesday through Friday, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Sunday, October 21, 10:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Admission is free.

Make plans now to attend this event.  A great time will certainly be had by all.
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

There is much which has happened since the last edition of Trans-Miss News and which will be happening within the next month.  We have just completed taking part in the Septemberfest parade in downtown Omaha on September 3rd, and we had a great turnout in members who took part.  They were:  Fred Henninger, Don Davis, Mike Grossman, Jo Johnson, Katie Best, Denvia Capozio, Dave Edwards, Father Tom Coenen, Stu Lynn, Theresa Foley, Ruby Wright, Diana Vallier, and Richard McConnell.  Theresa, Ruby, and Diana represented the Indians who came to the exposition to be part of the Indian Congress.  We will also be taking part in the River City Roundup parade in downtown Omaha on September 29th.  I want to thank all of those who participated in this parade and made it such a success.  We have also been asked to take part in a parade which will occur in central Omaha on October 6th at 3:00 p. m. to mark the 100th anniversary of the laying of the cornerstone of St. Cecilia’s Cathedral, and we are going to do so.  It is extremely appropriate that we take part in this parade, since St. Cecilia’s is certainly the signature architectural achievement which still exists of architect Thomas Rogers Kimball.  More will be forthcoming on this event on September 17th as part of the tour of the Sunderland Gallery at the Cathedral Cultural Center.  Joan Fogarty of the Cathedral Cultural Center states there is going to be a 60-page book printed on the parade and the history and importance of the Cathedral.  The name of our organization will be published in it.  We are being asked to park in the Mutual of Omaha lot to the west of 35th Avenue and walk across the street to the east lot to line up.  Everyone has to be in position by 2:30.   
Word came out in the Omaha World-Herald on August 25th that the Storz Mansion on Farnam Street had been sold by Creighton University to Omahans Wayne and Rhonda Stuberg for $475,000.  TMEHA’s interest in this house is the fact that it has on it a beer stoop from the 1899 Greater America Exposition, which was held on the same grounds as the 1898 Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition.  According to the news article, the Stuberg family intends to live in the house and restore it.  TMEHA will be working with them to assure the Bierstube (German for beer stoop or, as some would call it, gazebo) is preserved as a historical item.  This is the last physical piece of either exposition which still exists intact in Omaha.  It has been our concern over the past few years to make sure it is saved.  We will keep you informed on this matter as things develop.  In an e-mail from Joan Fogarty of the Cathedral Cultural Center on the evening of September 1st, it’s our understanding that the Bierstube family intends to restore the gazebo.

Lastly, Fred Henninger informed the officers and Board of Directors at our meeting on August 20th that we may be forced to fine a new home for the scale model of the Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition’s Grand Court which has been on the Farnam Street level of the City-County Building at 18th and Farnam Streets for a number of years.  The Building Commission for the City-County Building and for the Douglas County Courthouse has a problem with crowds being in the same area as the model when such things as real estate evaluation protests are being heard.  It’s possible the model might be moved to join the Trans-Mississippi Exposition exhibit at Durham Western Heritage Museum if we are forced to move it.  This is another matter in which you will be kept informed.  
                                                                                                       Richard L. McConnell

TRANS-MISS NEWS is the official publication of the Trans-Mississippi Exposition Historical Association, Inc.  The publication is free of charge to members of the association.  Address all correspondence to Richard L. McConnell – Editor, 2708 South 13th Street, Omaha, NE  68108-1550.  Phone:  342-6896, e-mail:  phil8lst1@cox.net.
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THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LAYING OF THE CORNERSTONE AT ST. CECELIA’S CATHEDRAL
Press Release

The Saint Cecilia Cathedral continues the celebration of the 100-year anniversary of the laying
of the cornerstone with a venue of programs and activities:


Thursday, September 20, 2007

· Omaha Symphony Chamber Orchestra


Free concert at Cathedral 7:30 p.m.


Saturday, September 29, 2007

· Annual Cathedral Cup Run/Walk

      Blessing of the Animals


Street Dance with live music from the Confidentials


Saturday, October 6, 2007

· 100th Anniversary Cornerstone Parade followed by an Ethnic Food Fest under the Big Tent on Cathedral’s south parking lot.

      Sunday, October 7, 2007

· Cathedral Fest with food, games, rides, beer garden and more!

The centerpiece of the anniversary is the Centennial Cornerstone parade.  It will be a reenactment of a 1907 community parade of 10,000 men who marched from downtown Omaha to the countryside location of the Cathedral.  After two years of excavation and construction, the builders reached ground level so that a cornerstone could be laid.   The edifice was the crowning achievement in the prestigious career of Omaha’s nationally recognized architect, Thomas Rogers Kimball.

The Saturday, October 6, 2007 parade will form at the Mutual of Omaha parking lots at 35th and Dodge.  The parade will begin at 3:00 p.m. by marching west on Farnam, following the 1907 route.  The parade will cross over to 40th Street and continue north to the Cathedral.  As was the historic parade, the Centennial Parade will be a community wide celebration with over one-hundred entries.  It will be the largest gathering seen in the Midtown area in many decades.  
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The Kensington Tower, formerly known as the Hill Hotel, located at 16th and Howard Streets, Omaha, Nebraska, is an example of the architectural work of John and Alan McDonald.
